
 

Clarifying definitions, approaches and implications 



 

 

 

mailto:jose.arturo.santos@undp.org
mailto:clea.paz@undp.org


 

New York Declaration on Forests is non-legally binding political declaration that grew out of dialogue among governments, 
companies and civil society, spurred by the UN Secretary-General’s Climate Summit in 2014. The NYDF has nearly 200 endorsers across 
governments, companies, indigenous peoples and local communities, and NGOs striving to halve deforestation by 2020 and to end it by 
2030. Companies in particular pledge to eliminate deforestation from supply chains, including third party suppliers, as soon as possible, 
and collectively by no later than 2020. The Declaration sends important signals to markets and producers, though in some countries a 
critical gap between pledges and effective implementation may prove challenging to fill. 
 
The Tropical Forest Alliance 2020 (TFA 2020) is a global public-private partnership in which partners take voluntary actions, individually 
and in combination, to reduce the tropical deforestation associated with the sourcing of commodities such as palm oil, soy, beef, and 
paper and pulp. 
 
The Consumer Goods Forum (CGF) has committed to mobilize resources to help achieve zero net deforestation by 2020 both by individual 
company initiatives and by working collectively, and has released sourcing guidelines for soy and paper, packaging and pulp to help 
companies move forward. Initiated by international buyer companies, the initiative has strong ties with companies but fewer with 
governments.  
 
Cocoa & Forests Initiative (CFI) is a commitment launched by cocoa-producing countries Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Colombia in partnership 
with leading chocolate and cocoa companies.  Each country and associated companies have developed and signed Frameworks for Action 
to end deforestation and restore forest areas. These Frameworks for Action pledge to prevent further conversion of any forest land for 
cocoa production, eliminate illegal cocoa production in national parks, strengthen enforcement of national forest policies, and support 
local farmers and communities in developing alternative livelihoods. 
 

https://nydfglobalplatform.org/
https://nydfglobalplatform.org/endorsers/
https://www.tfa2020.org/en/
https://www.theconsumergoodsforum.com/
https://www.worldcocoafoundation.org/cocoa-forests-initiative/
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http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=1261


CARGILL 
 
CARGILL  states to be committed to protect forests and 
end deforestation, while respecting people and 
human rights. Pledging to eliminate deforestation 
from their agricultural supply chains, Cargill has 
committed to work in partnership with suppliers, 
customers, NGO´s and governments to innovate and 
scale real solutions. Their work will focus on 
transforming their entire agricultural supply chain to 
be free of deforestation through prioritized policies 
and time-bound actions plans.       
 

 
 
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432136544508/cargill-
policy-on-south-american-soy.pdf 
 

✓ In 2018, Cargill Cocoa & Chocolate outlined plans to eliminate 

deforestation from its cocoa supply chain.  

https://www.cargill.com/2018/cargill-outlines-plan-to-end-cocoa-

deforestation  

✓ In 2018, Cargill established a Forest and Land Use Steering team to 

ensure executive-level engagement in the development of an integrated 

approach to forest protection across priority supply chains. 

✓ In 2017, released its first report on forests to describe the progress they 

are making on their action plans to protect forests and promote 

sustainable land use 

https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432081204529/cargill-forests-report-2017.pdf  
✓ In 2016, Cargill worked with the World Resources Institute (WRI) to 

develop a global deforestation baseline for four regions of our priority 

deforestation-risk commodities. 

✓ In 2015, established the first global Policy on Forests.  

https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432136544290/cargill-policy-on-forests.pdf  
✓ In 2014, Cargill was the first global agricultural commodities company to 

endorse the New York Declaration on Forests, which they remain 

committed to delivering. 

✓ In 2014, also issued its palm oil policy. They have worked on sustainable 

palm oil since joining the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO) in 

2004. https://www.cargill.com/sustainability/palm-oil/palm-policy-

committment  

✓ Since 2006, Cargill has partnered with industry and environmental 

organizations to uphold the Brazilian Soy Moratorium in the Amazon. The 

Moratorium was extended indefinitely in 2016. 

FERRERO 
Ferrero signed the New York Declaration on Forests 
and endorsed the HCS Approach (HCSA), a 
methodology enabling companies to understand 
forest areas to be protected for their high carbon and 
biodiversity values. Additionally, Ferrero signed the 
Cocoa and Forests Initiative letter of intent in March 
2017. This framework involves key industry members 
and is organized by the International Sustainability 
Unit, the World Cocoa Foundation and the Dutch 
Sustainable Trade Initiative. Ferrero expects the Cocoa 
and Forests Initiative to commit to a clear cut off date 
by which industry will have implemented traceable 
sourcing to farm level. Furthermore, by 2018 Ferrero 
will have mapped 100% of its cocoa supply chain to 
farm-gate level. This allows us to identify areas of 
intervention such as reforestation and the distribution 
of local shadow trees. Moreover, they are working 
together with Airbus Defense and Space on a project, 
already successfully launched in our palm oil supply 
chain that uses satellite maps to closely monitor land-
use change over time

With a vision towards sustainability, improving the conditions of rural areas and 
the communities where raw materials are born, Ferrero has launched the Ferrero 
Farming Values (FFV) program within the Ferrero Agricultural Commitment to 
Sustainability (F-ACTS), in order to achieve the goal of sustainable supply chains.  
https://www.ferrerocsr.com/glocal-care-/our-goals/for-2020  

✓ 100% cocoa certified as sustainable by 2020  

✓ 100% sustainable palm oil certified RSPO as segregated Reached in 

December 2014  

✓ 100% refined cane sugar from sustainable sources by 2020 

✓ Implementation of the traceability plan for 100% of hazelnuts By 2020 

✓ 100% of eggs from barn hens with respect for animal welfare EU plants: 

reached in September 2014 Global levelby 2025   

✓ Self-produced electricity totalling 70% (instead of 75%) of electrical 

consumption of all European plants, of which 18% (instead of 25%) from 

renewable sources Partially met in September 2014 

✓ Group ISO 50001 certification for the 17 current production sites active 

in August 2014 – excluding the plants of Michele Ferrero 

Entrepreneurial Project – including power generation plants By 2020  

✓ Implementation of a global action plan on energy, according to local 

needs of existing and future plants, aimed at reducing emissions By 

2020

https://www.cargill.com/sustainability/deforestation
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432136544508/cargill-policy-on-south-american-soy.pdf
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432136544508/cargill-policy-on-south-american-soy.pdf
https://www.cargill.com/2018/cargill-outlines-plan-to-end-cocoa-deforestation
https://www.cargill.com/2018/cargill-outlines-plan-to-end-cocoa-deforestation
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432081204529/cargill-forests-report-2017.pdf
https://www.cargill.com/doc/1432136544290/cargill-policy-on-forests.pdf
https://www.cargill.com/sustainability/palm-oil/palm-policy-committment
https://www.cargill.com/sustainability/palm-oil/palm-policy-committment
https://www.ferrerocsr.com/glocal-care-/our-goals/for-2020


✓ 40% reduction of CO2 emissions from production activities (compared 

to 2007) By 2020  

✓ 30% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions (tonnes of CO2eq) in 

transport and storage activities (compared to 2009 By 2020  

✓ Use of packaging made from renewable sources (+10% compared to 

2009) By 2020  

✓ 100% virgin cardboard* from certified sustainable supply chain Reached 

in December 2014 

✓ 100% virgin paper** from certified sustainable supply chain Reached in 

December 2017 

McDONALDS 
 

McDonalds states to be committed to eliminating 
deforestation from its global supply chains and 
promoting responsible forestry and production 
practices that benefit people, communities and the 
planet, bringing on board their suppliers on board with 
clear principles and programs. 
Aiming to eliminate deforestation from their global 
supply chains, the Company’s 2015 Commitment on 
Forests1 and its supporting addendum2 set out a vision 
to achieve this, starting by 2020 with raw materials 
that they  buy in the greatest volume and where they 
can have the biggest impact – beef, chicken (including 
soy in feed), palm oil, coffee and the fiber used in 
customer packaging. Their commitment also extends 
beyond forests, to areas of high conservation value, 
and to the individuals and communities around the 
world who depend on forests. 

McDonald’s is a signatory to the New York Declaration on Forests which aims to 
end deforestation by 2030. As a responsible company and leading global brand, 
aims to leverage its size and position to help protect forests and biodiversity, 
reduce its carbon footprint and respect human rights while focusing on the areas 
where we can deliver the greatest benefit. 

 

McDonald’s expect their suppliers to operate their businesses ethically and abide 
by all applicable laws and regulations. Additionally, they work throughout our 
supply chains to ensure the following principles: 

✓ No deforestation of primary forests or areas of high conservation value. 

✓ No development of high-carbon stock forest areas. 

✓ No development on peatlands, regardless of depth, and the use of best 

management practices for existing commodity production on peatlands. 

✓ Respect human rights. 

✓ Respect the rights of all affected communities to give or withhold their 

free, prior and informed consent for plantation developments on land 

they own legally, communally or by custom. 

✓ Resolve land rights disputes through a balanced and transparent dispute 

resolution process. 

✓ Verify origin of raw material production. 

✓ Support smallholders, farmers, plantation owners and suppliers to 

comply with this commitment. 

Their work on protecting forests supports the UN Sustainable Development Goals, 
a global agenda to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure prosperity for all, 
specifically: 

✓ Goal 13 – Climate action (specifically target 13.2). 

✓ Goal 15 – Life on land (specifically targets 15.1, 15.2 and 15.5). 

✓ Goal 17 – Partnerships for the goals (specifically target 17.16). 

✓ As well as these, we’ve mapped our Scale for Good initiatives to all 17 

goals. 

1 https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/content/dam/gwscorp/scale-for-good/McDonaldsCommitmentOnForests.pdf 
2 https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/content/dam/gwscorp/scale-for-good/McDonaldsCommitmentOnForestsAddendum.pdf 

https://www.ferrero.com/group-news/Ferrero%E2%80%99s-dedication-to-a-deforestation-free-Global-Cocoa-Supply-Chain
https://www.ferrero.com/group-news/Ferrero%E2%80%99s-dedication-to-a-deforestation-free-Global-Cocoa-Supply-Chain
https://corporate.mcdonalds.com/content/dam/gwscorp/scale-for-good/McDonaldsCommitmentOnForests.pdf
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The AFi represents the consensus of a number of civil society organizations and advances a globally applicable approach for establishing and implementing 
commitments on deforestation, ecosystem conversion, and human rights in agricultural and forestry supply chains. The AFi attempts to aid companies in 
making deforestation-free and conversion-free production by: 1) clarifying good practices and critical details for setting, implementing, monitoring, 
verifying, and reporting on supply chain commitments and their achievement; 2) helping companies to credibly demonstrate and communicate progress;3) 
helping to increase coherence and alignment among different implementation standards, tools, and systems; and 4) increasing the level of global consensus 
around responsible supply chains, particularly from civil society. The Framework is not meant to replace or duplicate existing initiatives or standards and 
asks companies to make deforestation-free commitments that are compatible with other international and regional frameworks including NYDF and CFA 
(see table). The Framework also advocates for the transition to to eliminating natural ecosystem conversion for agriculture or forestry commodity 
production, while recognizing that deforestation-free commitments are a critical step. In the Cerrado, the AFi recommends that companies use the concept 
of native vegetation (vegetação nativa) referenced in Brazilian law and in the PRODES Cerrado monitoring system, even if they have not made a conversion-
free commitment. The AFi is currently analyzing specific localized definitions for a variety of contexts including the Brazilian Amazon, Hispanic Amazon, and 
Chaco in Argentina, Bolivia, and Paraguay. 
4 See: https://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/public/2006gl/pdf/4_Volume4/V4_04_Ch4_Forest_Land.pdf  
5 Forest do not include land that is predominantly under agricultural or other land use. Forest includes natural forests and forest plantations. For the 
purpose of implementing deforestation-free supply chain commitments, the focus is on preventing the conversion of natural forests. 

https://www.ipcc-nggip.iges.or.jp/public/2006gl/pdf/4_Volume4/V4_04_Ch4_Forest_Land.pdf


 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 



6 FAO, 2016. “Zero deforestation initiatives and their impacts on commodity supply chains: Discussion paper prepared for the 57th Session of the FAO 
Advisory Committee on Sustainable Forest-based Industries, 22 June 2016” 



7 https://commoditiesjurisdictions.wordpress.com/  

https://commoditiesjurisdictions.wordpress.com/




The RSPO is the most widely used voluntary certification scheme for palm oil but has been under increasing pressure to improve its standards in line with 
the more advanced ‘no deforestation, no peat, no exploitation (ndpe)’ commitments adopted by a multitude of companies. RSPO’s requirements for 
certification (P&C) have undergone review and consultation. The new P&C are set to be adopted by RSPO members at its General Assembly in November 
and, ahead of this, the RSPO has released the final proposed P&C . The P&C now include new requirements towards ensuring the halting of deforestation 
and incorporate an agreed methodology for ‘no deforestation’ – the High Carbon Stock Approach (HCSA). After November 2018, High Carbon Stock (HCS) 
forests identified by using the HCSA will have to be protected. 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.rspo.org/trademark/
https://eia-international.org/new-rspo-principles-criteria-released-no-deforestation-set-adopted/
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feia-international.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FIn-Our-Palms.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6ba39fbd4aa246999fc708d63f259efb%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C636765828188865937&sdata=T4J7hos8GopwU3jRC2gCA5G0xFwrn7kec7UsUZZlOWA%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rspo.org%2Fga%2Fga15%2FResolutions%2FRSPO_P%26C_2018.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6ba39fbd4aa246999fc708d63f259efb%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C636765828188875946&sdata=oKrjFY83NfCk2iYHz62ZK7lCdkctXKYUxJAcLjDiv40%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhighcarbonstock.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6ba39fbd4aa246999fc708d63f259efb%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C636765828188875946&sdata=by%2BkkrQRg84qHHsDje%2FTRTKYRKu710KGVK6TdLKmOAw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rspo.org/publications/download/e93ae07bdabafb2


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cutoff date: 

Target date: 
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Example 
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9 CFA maintains a more detailed summary and description of relevant tools to support implementation, which are available upon request.  
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10 These details are specified by means of the CGF having long made reference to WWF’s “Zero Net Deforestation and Degradation” paper as the 

technical elaboration of its no-deforestation pledge. 
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